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Housing challenges for an ageing 

population



Working in 80 countries

630+ people directly employed by BRE

300+

studentships 

supported by 

BRE Trust

35,000+ people 

trained by BRE 

Academy

8 Innovation 

Parks across the 

UK, Brazil, 

Canada, Chile 

and China



BRE Innovation Parks Network 



BRE Innovation Parks Network



– Resilience

– Housing for an ageing 

population

– Smart connected homes

– Offsite

Innovation Parks UK

Themed approach



Dementia Friendly home

– Number of people in the UK with 

dementia to reach 1M in 2025

– Current housing shortage

– Pressure on public sector health and 

social care services

– ‘Bed blocking’ 

– Cost of care

– Supported living solutions….

– What does good look like?
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Why housing and dementia?



Multi-disciplinary team

• Personas and Human Factors and Ergonomics (HFE) approach to 

the design of housing for people with dementia

• Home based activities to maintain independence and improve well 

being

• Building performance to promote health & wellbeing

• ‘Living Lab’ and user group to inform design & adaptation

• User feedback initiatives

• Community, town and city adaptation for an ageing population

• Architectural design – new build and adaptation

• Landscape architecture for community development and dementia 

friendly environments

• R & D





























Role of technology

– Behavioural patterns

– Biometric sensors

– Gait analysis

– Supportive environments

– Fire safety and security

– Health and wellbeing

– R & D

Technology potential



Assessing buildings

• Multi-parameter building 

assessment

• Supplemented with best 

practice guidance

• Consistent measure of 

buildings design & 

performance

• Benchmarking dementia 

friendly buildings and 

communities



• Need for greater adaptation capacity in new build

• Consistent and informed process for evaluating adaptation needs

• What does good look like?

• Collaborative approach across all stakeholder groups.

Requirements
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